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To Whom it May Concern 

My name is Rodney B. Young. I attended MIiwaukee Tech and Trade High School fro1111974 to 1977 
After my parents divorced I moved back to New Orleans, Louisiana ;;,nd graduated from !ugh sc hool _\ 
joined and served over 21 active years ln t he Uoit@d States M,1rine Corps p riu r joining t he Milw;.iukee 
Police Department. I ret ired h-om the Marines in 1999 as a Gunnery Serge,mt. I served a~ a mok,e police 
officer for the first 4 years, until I made Detectille. I served two (2) tours ,n the Homicide Unil . t he 
Sexua l Assault Unit, and reti red from the Violent Crimes Unit in 2017. I currently am serving in the 
Federal Governmenl asa Police Officer. 

I wan! to speak of the character of my friend Devon Word . I lived two (2) doors down from his house in 
the 1300 block of North 40"' Streel I'd say I have known Oe\/an in m.,- neighbor for appro)l;imatt'ly 
seven (7) or more . I knew his wife and his children. I know him as a person who was deeJ)ly con cerned 
about our neighborhood 

I remembE"!red one night Devon called me and told me six {6) suspects ;md gotten out of two \2 ) parked 
cars between his house and mind. He told me he observed two (2) of the suspects had ret r ieved gun5 
from the trunk of their cars and were armed. I called the police as 1 was walking outside. I was armed 
howe\/er, Devon was not armed. As I made my way over ta his porch, I asked Devon to get inside 
because this situation could go to shit! Devon refused to leave me. As the Police sirens were coming 
both of the armed suspects were trying to make i t back to their cars where I was posted behind a tree 
As I yelled out Milwaukee Police one of the suspects fired his gun at me, however, the round fi red was a 
stove pipe and the gun jammed. I gave chase to both the suspect!> and c.aught the one that fired his gun 

at me. 

That night we recovered both guns and all six (6) suspects were caught that night. Later \ found out they 
were going to kill someone on 38th Street. One of the suspects that was arrested that night \ would meet 
at a Homicide scene several months later because he was the \/ictim. 

Devon for lack of better words. was not afraid to stand beside me on that night come hell or high 

water!I 

i:or that Sir, 1 must respect him and to me that is proof he is of the highest character a person could 

have I! 



To the Honorable Judge Wall, 
 
My name is Rashed Farrakhan and I am the older brother of Devon Words. 
 
Devon is a responsible father, a loyal friend, and a wonderful younger brother. 
He was always determined to accomplish anything he set his mind to. I remember him as a kid trying to 
learn how to ride his  bike. He saw the other kids in the neighborhood using training wheels and decided 
that he didn’t need them. To my surprise (after falling several times), he balanced himself and biked the 
entire block. He was so proud of his accomplishment, he started helping the other kids learn to ride their 
bikes without training wheels.  
 
Devon has continued to work hard throughout his life. He has continued his determination to be 
successful. Through his commitment , he has been a provider for his children.  
 
I hope that you take Devon’s good character in consideration before sentencing.  
 
 Thank you, 

(414) 699-3812 



Bruce and Mary Words 

3641 N. 19th Street 

Milwaukee, WI 53206 

April 19, 2020 

Honorable Judge Wall, 

We are Mary and Bruce Words Sr.; family members of Devon Words and we are 

writing to you on his behalf. Devon is a cousin of ours and we have known this 

young man for his whole life. We would like to share with you some things about 

Devon Words. 

Devon is a very pleasant person who looks out for the wellbeing of his whole 

family. He is always willing to lend a hand to help someone in need. At an early 

age, Devon took on what he felt was his responsibility to help his mother take 

care of him and his brother who suffered with sickle cell anemia. Devon went to 

his neighbors and worked odd jobs for pay so he could help his mom take care of 

them. 

After reaching adulthood Devon settled down and married at a young age. He 

eventually became a father of five children and again he provided for his family as 

a man should do and always has been very involved with rearing his children. It is 

a well-known truth, Judge Wall, that all children need their father just as much as 

they need a mother. Far too many children in our community are being raised in 

single parent household. Children need a father's support and guidance to 



navigate through the trials of life. We ask you to please remember these children 

as you consider your sentencing for Devon Words. 

Devon has taken ownership in the Milwaukee community. He's been instrumental 

in offering a means of employment for some men, hiring them to work for his 

home improvement company. Devon tries to be reasonable in pricing his services 

to his customers. Overall, Devon is a good person but not without faults. 

In conclusion, Honorable Judge Wall; we recognize the serious nature of this case 

which you will be rendering judgement and sentencing. Two families have been 

negatively impacted upon. There is Devon's children who will be missing a father 

who won't be there for them when they need him. However, we also know that 

someone's life was taken which cannot be replaced and for this we regret that 

this ever took place. A family is grieving that loss and their pain is great. Nothing 

can fill the void left in the hearts of this young man's family. We are praying for 

this family to heal from this great loss. Honorable Judge Wall we are asking for 

leniency as you render your sentence on Devon Words. Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

-~~ q .LJ~Jt, 
JY/7 a. Wmdd 



Dear Honorable Judge Wall, 

S-....~·~r£tat£t .. JII8 
I t-1'#'~ &, (;1,1,,Jl(.!9 .-.,.<11(1'~ 

I come to you with humble hearts as you make a decision with a friend/brother of over ten years. 
Before you make a decision, can I please give you some insight on DEVON WORDS? 

My friend/brother, Devon Words, is a very loving father, a very inspiring human being and a 
motivator. Devon helped me in my darkest time. I was dealing with depression after going 
through a divorce without a place to stay. Devon reached out when he heard the news and 
moved me in one of his properties. He helped me find work when I felt like giving up completely. 
Devon must've read my mind that I needed a break because he invited me to come on a trip 
with him to South Carolina. It was there that I learned life is great. 

I made a plan on my way back to Milwaukee and I decided to go in a good direction with my 
life. Because of that trip, I changed my way of thinking. Because of the things he showed me, I 
became my own business man. Because of his charity work, I became a Freemason giving 
back to the community. Devon is one of the humblest people I know and a very active father to 
his children. I ask that you please find it in your heart to see the good in Mr. Devon Words. 

Thanks for taking the time out of your busy day to read this letter. 

<f /J3/ Ja~ 
Gregory D Stevenson #5 
414-795-1948 









April 13, 2020 

Regarding : Devon Words 

Dear Honorable Judge Wall, 

I' ve known Mr. Words for many years, more than twelve, and I have always 
known him to be very caring, outgoing, generous and very personable human 
being. 

I have seen his generous attitude In his everyday life by doing the things he has 
done In the community in helping his fellow man with no expectation of 
repayment. He has done countless favors for his neighbors and friends with no 
expectation of payment. That's just the nature of his being. 

I have witnessed him helping elderly residents, some being strangers, fix their 
homes and make repairs for almost nothing, often times costing him money in the 
long run . 

I am asking you please to afford him leniency in his favor; He is an asset to society 
and a positive role model, to both his family, friends and even strangers th at he 

has helped. 

/ thank you for your time and consideration in this matter. 

Brian A Hickman L . l (__ l 







Honorable Judge Wall, 

My name is JaKayla Bates and I am Devon's 15 year old daughter. Allow me to tell you about Devon 
Words. Devon is a great father and even though we had our ups and downs f would not trade him for 
anyone else. My dad use to pick us up from school, cook for us and take us on trips and everything else a 
father is supposed to do. Even though I can only talk to my dad by phone right now he is still making 
sure I am completing my school work, listening to mom and growing up to be respectful young women 
and make the right decisions in life. My father always makes time for his kids and that's one thing I love 
about him because he has remained in my life even though him and my mom are divorced. 

As an African American young woman I believe it is important for my father to be a part of my life. I 
need my father to be at my sixteenth birthday party, high school graduation, college graduation, walk 
me down the aisle when I get married and currently while we are transitioning into our "new normar 
since the pandemic has started. My dad has played an important role in my life since I was born he has 
never left me. My dad wants to break the generational curses in our family so that we do not make the 
same mistakes him or my mom made. My dad was a father at 16 years old and his kids are his greatest 
accomplishments. He has raised us into responsibly individuals and we would not be who we are 
w ithout him. J may not fully understand everything that is going on but I know when my dad isn' t 
around I do not feel complete and my heart is empty. When you make your decision please don't base it 
off of my father's past but the person he grown to be and is character. My father is helping, caring, 
giving and is always there when someone needs him. J know people are not perfect because we are 
humans but Devon is not a horrible person and I hope and pray before you make your decision you will 
think about me and my 4 siblings because we need our dad. 




